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The Mission of Oakland Township Parks 

and Recreation Commission is to provide 

a sustainable system of parks, trails, 

programs, amenities, and services which 

create memorable experiences and a 

sense of place, contributes to the 

economic value of the Township and 

preserves the historical and natural 

heritage of the landscapes for existing 

and future generations. 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Commission Newsletter 

Lost Lake Nature Park Expansion  

We are thrilled to share that Oakland Township Parks and Recreation is 

pursuing a 235-acre addition to Lost Lake Nature Park!  More than 25 years 

ago, the Oakland Township Parks Commission tried to acquire this property, 

but they were not successful due to lack of funding.  However, this time 

Oakland Township has been recommended to receive a Michigan Natural 

Resources Trust Fund grant which will cover 75% of the purchase price.  This 

grant, combined with matching funds from the Land Preservation millage, 

make this acquisition possible.  The Township hopes to close on the property 

in 2021.  The addition of the expansion property will do the following: 

 Protect green space connections with Lost Lake Nature Park, Addison 

Oaks County Park, and Bald Mountain State Recreation Area 

 Protect Water Resources - West Branch of Stony Creek and 3 lakes 

 Protect Rare Species and habitats -  rated at the highest priority level 

for protection in Oakland County.  Prairie Fen, a  wetland by Clam 

Lake, is a statewide priority due to its specialist animals and  plants. 

 Provide 4+ miles Internal Trails– including connections to Lost Lake 

Nature Center and Oakview Middle School 

 Provide Increased Access to Nature- hiking, wildlife observation, 

hunting & nature programs 

 Provide Connections to Future Safety Path Routes 

Above:  Sundew,  Below: lobelia  
Below:  mountain mint 

and shrubby cinquefoil 

Winter Carnival 
for 2021 has 
been cancelled. 
Hoping to see 
you in 2022!  
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New Trails at Watershed Ridge Park 

New 

Your Elected 2020–2024                 

Parks and Recreation Commissioners 

Oakland Township voters elected four returning and three 

new Parks and Recreation Commissioners on November 3, 

2020.  Please join us in congratulating them as they work to 

improve our parks, facilities and services on behalf of all 

township residents. 

Brian Blust, Chairperson, grew up in Shelby Twp. And 

lived in Atlanta during the 1990’s where he met his wife 

Linda. Their family moved to Oakland Township 20 years 

ago to be close to their extended family and friends. His 

family came to Oakland Township in the 1930’s when his 

grandparents built their farm on the corner of Lake George 

& Buell roads. Brian spent most weekends on the farm 

tending livestock, baling hay and showing horses as part of 

the Paint Creek Valley 4H Club based in Goodison at the 

time. They enjoy traveling with their two daughters, Sarah 

who is currently attending University of Virginia and Emily 
(Continued on page 12) 

What’s New 

 

                                                                                                                 
 

We often forget that yoga is not tied to indoors 

or places where we can roll out our yoga mats. 

Yoga is wherever our bodies are. Try a new 

twist - led by a certified yoga instructor, walk 

the trails through the park while intermittently 

adding yoga poses to calm your mind and             

improve your balance and flexibility. For more 

information, see page 7. 

Parks maintenance and stewardship staff have constructed trail loops at Watershed Ridge; one of 

our newer parks.  After the ground freezes this winter, it will be a great place to get some sunshine 

and fresh air. In the Spring, the grass that was planted should start covering the trail surface.  You 

will find the Watershed Ridge Park parking lot on Buell Road, east of Lake George Road.   

Winter Program Yoga Walk!  

https://bit.ly/OTParksVirtual

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
https://bit.ly/OTParksVirtual
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Upcoming FREE Virtual Programs  

 

Virtual Nature and Activity Center 

Revel in the Ides of March!  (Virtual Astronomy)  Family Ages 10+ 

Friday, March 12, 2021    7:00pm - 8:30pm 

GoTo Meeting. Link provided via email within 24 hours before program. 

Join us, the amateur astronomers of the Oakland Astronomy Club, as we revel in the New 

Moon!  It’s a great time for star clusters, nebulae, and galaxies, the rising Lion, and the 

looming Vernal Equinox.  Livestreamed.  

Cost: FREE  Register by: March 10 

Hot Stars for a Cold Night!   (Virtual Astronomy)  Family Ages 10+ 

Friday, January 15, 2021    7:00pm - 8:30pm 

GoTo Meeting. Link provided via email within 24 hours before program. 

Join us, the amateur astronomers of the Oakland Astronomy Club, as we usher in the 

“Winter Triangle”, the “Winter Octagon”, and the Rising Bear– and bid farewell to the 

“Summer Triangle”.  Livestreamed. 

Cost: FREE  Register by: January 13 

A Winter Scavenger Hunt       All Ages      Self-Directed Program   

Draper Twin Lake Park, 1015 Inwood Rd., Oakland, MI 48363 

Link for this FREE program will be available from December 24 - March 1.  

Although seemingly quiet and desolate, winter is full of hidden treasures and wonders just waiting to be 

discovered by those who can brave a little bit of chill. From the coziness of home watch as we take you through 

a quick tour of one of our favorite parks, Draper Twin Lakes, and show you several natural sights and sounds 

that can be found out on the trails. Items within this adventure might include animal tracks, winter flower buds, 

winter animal horns and even animal scat! Afterwards, print out the attached scavenger hunt sheet, grab your 

family, and take a trip out to the park to see if you can find what we found!  

Please follow us on Facebook or Instagram for details. 

Have you explored our free virtual programming that provides fun, fitness, crafts, nature education, recreation 
and enrichment?  We are committed to ensuring our community has the resources to help facilitate health and 
well-being. Visit Parks and  Recreation Virtual Programming page at https://bit.ly/OTParksVirtual  

NEW! Oakland Township Parks & Recreation now has its very own YouTube Channel! 

Find videos about Earth Day, Frogs, Crayfish, and more! Subscribe so you don’t miss out on 

more quality virtual programming. Visit: https://bit.ly/OTParksYouTube 

Share Your Ideas! If you have an idea for a virtual program or resource that you’d like us  

  to offer, please let us know!  Contact us at parks@oaklandtownship.org, or call (248) 651-7810. 

Self-Led Nature Activity  

https://bit.ly/OTParksVirtual  

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/programs/virtual_programming.php
https://bit.ly/OTParksVirtual
https://bit.ly/OTParksYouTube
mailto:parks@oaklandtownship.org?subject=Virtual%20Program%20Idea
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/programs/virtual_programming.php
https://bit.ly/OTParksVirtual
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Nature Center & 

& Dock 

P 

Call the sled hill hotline at 248-651-4440, 

ext. 299, to confirm hill is open. 

Must be 2 inches of packed snow on 

frozen ground for hill to be open 

Sled Hill 

Open Hours 

Conditions  

permitting 

What’s more fun than spending a day full of sledding and family fun?  Lost Lake sled hill 

area features both a kid-friendly hill and a bigger hill ideal for sledding enthusiasts of all 

ages, portable toilets, and plenty of parking.  Lost Lake Nature Park has a live-in 

caretaker so the sled hills are inspected daily and well-maintained.  Bring your own sleds. 

COVID Rules for Winter Facilities 

• Practice social distancing                  

6 feet apart. 

• Face mask required for                   

everyone! 

Failure to adhere to requirements 

may result in hill closure. 

Any concerns call Park office                    

248-651-7810 

Not Available  

Winter 20/21:  

Warming 

Shelter and 

Sledding              

Under the 

Lights 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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 Call the ice rink hotline at 248-651-4440,  

ext. 289 to confirm rink is open. 

Ice must be frozen solid for rink to be open. 

Restrooms 

Skating 

Rink 

COVID Rules for Winter Facilities 

• Practice social distancing- 6 feet apart. 

• Face mask required for everyone! 

Failure to adhere to requirements may result in hill closure. 

Any concerns call Park office 248-651-7810 

Ice Skating Rink  

Open Hours 

Conditions permitting 

Closed during classes. 

Daily 

10 am—5pm 

Don’t know how to skate or a 

little rusty with your skills?  

Check out our skating clinics 

on page 6 to get back in the 

game! 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Outdoor Ice Rink  
at Bear Creek Nature Park 

740 West Snell Road, Rochester, MI  48306 

LEARN TO SKATE PROGRAMS 

Saturday, January 23, 2021  Register by January 20 

Saturday, February 13, 2021  Register by February 10 

Register: oaklandtownship.recdesk.com 

These clinics are for people who have little or no skill at ice skating. Each clinic will focus on basic fundamentals of ice 

skating like falling down, skating forward, stopping and practicing your new skating skills.  Safety is very important and 

we encourage skaters to wear a helmet and additional padding. Please wear weather appropriate clothing including gloves 

and bring something to sit upon. All clinics are taught by trained and accredited professionals.                                              

Clinics will be held at Bear Creek Nature Park’s Outdoor Skating Rink. Face masks required. 

Please arrive at least 20 minutes early to class to check-in and change into skates.  Wear your skate guards when not on 

the ice surface. Please do not walk with exposed blades on parking lot or limestone paths. 

Ages 6-12        11:15am - 12:00pm        Resident: $10  Non-resident: $15  

Learn the basic fundamentals and have fun practicing at our outdoor skating rink. 

Ages 13 - Adults     12:30pm - 1:30pm        Resident: $10    Non-resident: $15   

Learn the basic fundamentals and have fun practicing at our outdoor skating rink. Learn the basic fundamentals and 

have fun practicing at our outdoor skating rink! 

Tots 4-5 years old & Parents   10:00am - 10:45am        Resident : $10   Non-resident: $15 (Parents free) 

Each tot must be accompanied by a parent or guardian who can skate. For the first 30 minutes, tots will learn basic 

balance and skating skills. The last 15 minutes will be free skate playtime to help your tot practice their new skating 

skills. 

F R E E  I CE  S KATIN G  

Skating season is upon us—come visit our outdoor ice rink! Skating is FREE.  Bring your own skates and something to 

sit upon. The rink is unsupervised and children should have adult supervision. Hockey is not permitted.  

All skaters 6 years old and under are required to wear either a bike or hockey helmet (not provided).  

Ice Skating Rink Open Hours: 10am-5pm daily (Conditions permitting-Closed during classes.) 

Call the Ice Rink hotline at 248-651-4440, ext. 289 to confirm the rink is open. 

Ice must be frozen solid for the rink to open. 

If you don’t have your own ice skates for the Learn to Skate Program and would like to borrow a pair, call Parks and 

Recreation office weekdays between 9am and 3pm to reserve skates and a pick-up time.  We have a variety of sizes 

available for children and adults.  First come, first served.  Limited number of skates available.                                                 

Park and Recreation office phone: 248-651-7810. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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All Levels Yoga (Virtual)  Adults 12+  “FREE” 

Sundays, December 20-January 24, 2021   9:30am-10:30am  Register by December 17 

Sundays, January 31-March 7, 2021    9:30am-10:30am    Register by January 28  

Sundays, March 14-April 18, 2021    9:30am-10:30am  Register by March 11 

Slow Flow Yoga (Virtual)    Adults 12+   “FREE”  

Sundays, December 20-January 24, 2021          11:00am-12:00pm  Register by December 17 

Sundays, January 31-March 7, 2021                  11:00am-12:00pm     Register by January 28  

Sundays, March 14-April 18, 2021                    11:00am-12:00pm   Register by March 11 

Up Dog Yoga, Red Lotus Yoga and Oakland Township Parks and Recreation are teaming up to bring you 

virtual yoga! When the weather turns cold you can watch and participate live from the comfort and warmth of 

your home. The “All Levels” classes will accommodate all skills levels with an option to modify.  The “Slow 

Flow” class will be more of a challenge with longer holds and postures.  Classes are live streamed.                         

FREE, but registration is required! 

Yoga Walk in the Park  (In Person)  Adult 12+   

Saturdays, January 9 - February 13, 2021 2:00pm - 3:00pm   

Bear Creek Nature Park, 740 West Snell Rd., Rochester, MI 48306 

We often forget that yoga is not tied to indoors or places where we can roll out our yoga 

mats. Yoga is wherever our bodies are. Try a new twist - led by a certified yoga instructor, walk the trails 

through the park while intermittently adding yoga poses to calm your mind and improve your balance and 

flexibility.  Limited to 10 students 

Residents: $30 Non-residents: $30 Register by: January 6 

Tai Chi Beginning Exercises  (Virtual)  Adults 18+  “FREE”   

Tuesdays, January 19 - March 9, 2021          6:00pm - 7:00pm                   Register by January 16 

This virtual class will cover breathing exercises with small Tai Chi movements, 

designed to enhance your overall health by improving balance and feelings of 

wellbeing.  You should be able to support your weight while standing or have a chair 

handy if unable to stand without assistance.  Grab some comfortable clothing and 

shoes.  Flip flops or sandals are not recommended. Be sure you join ten minutes early 

to make any adjustments to your device. Classes are live streamed.      

FREE, but registration is required!  

 

The health of our community is our priority. Our team of staff and instructors are trained in safety protocol that follow CDC                                                

guidelines and are equipped with Personal Protection Equipment and gear (PPE).  Face mask must be worn when 6’ distancing is not possible. 

Adult Men's Soccer League at Marsh View Park 

Did you love playing soccer as a kid?  You can play post-

high school to post-retirement right in your own backyard by 

joining the Michigan United Soccer League. Marsh View 

Park is host to MUSL games - players are mostly local or from the Greater Rochester Area.   

Join early - teams form in January.  To join, visit:  musl.net 

New 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Snow Shoeing 101    Family Ages 3+   

Saturday, January 23, 2021 10:00am - 11:30am     

Cranberry Lake Park, 388 West Predmore, Oakland, MI 48363 

While some locations around the country seem to have a static season we Michiganders are fortunate enough to 

get the full spectrum of weather, and along with that comes a diverse sampling of activities we can seasonally 

enjoy. Join us at Cranberry Lake Park as we walk you through the basics of snow shoeing. We will teach you 

how pick the correct shoe for your size, when the best time of year to engage in the activity is, recommend our 

favorite brands, and show you the physical logistics of walking in a unique and engaging way.  This is a great 

way to explore our trails during the winter while improving your cardiovascular health.  Snow shoes provided. 

All family members who wish to participate must register.  

Residents: $5 Non-residents: $7 Register by: January 20 

 

The History of Maple Sugaring   Family Ages 5+   

Sunday, March 7, 2021      1:00pm - 2:30pm    

Cranberry Lake Park, 388 West Predmore, Oakland, MI 48363 

Coming from a time before written history is the story of maple sugar and its 

importance to the people living within the Americas. This waffle-topping delicacy 

has a story to tell from legend all the way to sugar house where gallons of sap are boiled throughout the 

sugaring season. Join us beneath the snowy canopy of Cranberry Lake’s own monster maples to learn a little 

about how this treat was first discovered, the advancements in the technology that allowed us to harvest and 

produce enough for the world, and the science behind how this sticky confectionary is even possible.  

Participants will be given their own tap kits to take home to make their own maple syrup at home.   

All family members who wish to participate must register.  

Residents: $5 Non-residents: $7 Register by: March 4 

Seasonal Adult Hikes: Winter Adaptations             Adults 18+    

Sunday, March 21, 2021      1:00pm - 2:30pm    

Bear Creek Nature Park, 740 West Snell Rd., Rochester, MI 48306 

Whether strolling through the lush green canopy of summer, the flaming 

backdrop of fall, the floral landscape of spring or the snow enveloped grounds 

of winter every Michigan park has it’s own unique sights, sounds and smells 

though out the changing year.  Join a park naturalist on an adventure across the grounds of Bear Creek Nature 

Park this winter for a guided tour of the season as we explore animal homes, tracks in the snow, winter foliage 

and learn a little about how nature manages to maintain its splendor through these difficult to survive months. 

Participants will also be given an animal scat chart to take home to continue natural exploration in their own 

adventures. Should there be plenty of snow on the ground we will even have snow shoes for participants to try 

on the trails!   

Registration required.  

Residents: $5 Non-residents: $7 Register by: March 19 

 The health of our community is our priority. Our team of staff and instructors are trained in safety protocol that follow CDC                                                

guidelines and are equipped with Personal Protection Equipment and gear (PPE).  Face mask must be worn when 6’ distancing is not possible. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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The health of our community is our priority. Our team of staff and instructors are trained in safety protocol that follow CDC guidelines                                                  
and are equipped with Personal Protection Equipment and gear (PPE).                                                                                                                                                                                    

All Team Archery students and instructors must observe social distancing of 6 feet from others and wear a mask. 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation, Michigan High School Archery Association and USA Archery have 
partnered again this year to further develop archery as a club sport. Students that attend Rochester’s Adams  High 
School, Van Hoosen Middle School, and Lake Orion’s Oakview Middle School are invited to join Team Archery 
for practice and competition in the Spring of 2021. This is a ꞌno cutꞌ sport for beginner to advanced archers, 
however, space is limited. No previous archery experience is necessary. All team members will have the 
opportunity to compete against other teams at a state-wide tournament in southeast Michigan. All equipment, 
USA Archery and Safe Sport certified instructors and coaches, 8 one-hour team practices, team shirt, tournament 
fee will be provided, including the use of Oakland Township’s Marsh View Park Outdoor Archery Range as their 
home range.  REGISTER at:  oaklandtownship.recdesk.com                                                                                                                                                                  

Team Archery 
Oakview Middle School, Adams High School and Van Hoosen Middle School  

students are invited to join the team. Previous archery experience is NOT necessary.  

All practices held at Marsh View Park, 3100 E. Clarkston Rd., Oakland, 48363.   

Select from the following practice sessions (dates and times subject to change):  

Tuesdays, March 16 - May 11     3:00pm, 4:00pm, 5:00pm    (No practice March 30)                                                                                

Thursdays, March 18 - May 13    3:00pm, 4:00pm, 5:00pm    (No practice April 1) 

Michigan School Archery Association Championship Tournament- All team members will have the opportunity 

to compete against other teams.  

When:  Saturday, May 22, 2021. Shoot times to be determined.  

Location:  The HAWK, Farmington Hills Community Center, 29995 Twelve Mile Road,   

  Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

Maximum of 10 students                                          
per practice session.                                                                               

Registration open from                                
January 1st - February 8, 2021 

First come, first served. Space is limited! 

Fee:  $150.00    Includes: All equipment, USA Archery and Safe Sport certified instructors and coaches,                          
8  team practices, team shirt, tournament fees, and use of Oakland Township’s Marsh View Park Outdoor                     
Archery Range as their home range.  

For more information, email Oakland Township 

Parks and Recreation at 

parks@oaklandtownship.org. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Lost Lake Open Houses 

Pre-Registration Required 

 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation and Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve have partnered to bring Oakland 

Township residents and others exciting new programs at Lost Lake Nature Park! Family, friends and neighbors are 

invited to explore everything this partnership has to offer at one of these FREE open houses. Open to all ages! We 

will be offering 2 sessions for each open house that'll take place on our reserved lakeside learning patio. Each 

session will be 1.5 hours (12-1:30pm, and 2-3:30pm) and be limited to 10 active participants. We can return 

to our typical open-house format once some normalcy returns to the world. 

Must pre-register through https://oaklandtownship.recdesk.com/. 

 

January 31: Where Are All The Birds? - When it comes to handling the 

cold there are three strategies the natural world can take. Animals can either 

hibernate and wait it out until readily available food reappears, they can resist 

and continue to scavenge what little is left while also hoarding their own life-

saving supply, or they can migrate and move on to greener (literally) pastures. 

We would like to take this January to talk about birds and animals which 

vacation further south for the winter. Roughly 40% of the entire world’s bird 

population are regular migrators. Just in the United States we see 3.5 billion 

birds taking the trip south. Come join us as we explore the routes they take, 

the stops along the way, and the physical adaptations needed for such a journey. Our youngest explorers will be 

taking home their own feathered bird wings to practice migrating around the house!  
 

February 28: Keeping Warm in the Snow - Even though there is no 

furnace in a squirrel drey the animal is still cozy and bundled. But how can 

this be? Join us as we take a look at the fascinating world of animal          

body-coverings. We will look up close and personal at local and exotic 

animal furs and perform experiments to see how resistant to cold they are 

before transitioning to scales and seeing just how poorly they keep an 

animal warm! We will even be taking a peek at some body-coverings of a 

few creatures from the ocean! Our youngest explorers will be putting 

together their own furry animal craft to take home to ensure their cuddling 

at home remains cozy and warm! We will have snow-shoes available for participants if the weather cooperates!  

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
https:/oaklandtownship.recdesk.com/
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Lost Lake Open Houses 

Pre-Registration Required 
 

March 28: Early Spring has Sprung - Have you ever wondered what triggers the bear, deep-set within torpor 

to stretch out his limbs and emerge from his snowy den? Or what causes 

the seed buried beneath the snow and leaf litter to decide it’s time to plant 

it’s roots and begin its journey to sprout? Nature has a very flexible and 

natural alarm clock which the entire animal and plant community 

instinctively follow. Join us at Lost Lake Nature Park as we take a close 

look at what causes Spring to spring. We will look at the natural forces 

behind meteorology which influence the world simply by added a little 

extra sprinkling of sunlight and warmth. Our youngest participants will 

even have a the opportunity to craft their own windicator to take home and 

measure the weather!  
 

Lost Lake Open House programs take place at Lost Lake Nature Park.  846 Lost Lake Trail, Oakland Township.  

A visit to Lost Lake Nature Park in the winter time can uncover evidence of many wild 

animals that are hard at work surviving the cold winter season.  You may well find the tracks 

of rabbits and squirrels, see some birds ruffling their feathers as they perch in the windy trees 

or you might even discover a few insects on the surface of the snow.  Lost Lake is home to 

so many animals in the winter because it provides all of the key elements many animals need 

to survive the winter.  We can look to these elements at the park to also learn about what we 

can do in our back yards to help wildlife through the winter. 

Water is a key resource during the winter time.  The air around is drier in the cold 

temperatures.  Cold air does not contain as much water vapor as warm air.  Some people say 

it is because cold air cannot ‘hold’ as much moisture as warm air and this is a misunderstanding of the process 

at work.  Water turns to water vapor when the molecules are moving around fast enough that they bounce off of 

each other and become aerosolized.  Cold water molecules have less energy and thus are not moving at the 

speed necessary to become water vapor. 

(Continued on page 14) 

   Home for the Winter 
By Sue Neal, Executive Director, Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php


12 Parks and Recreation Newsletter Winter 2021 www.oaklandtownship.org 

who is at Montana State University. Brian attended Oakland University (BS Computer Engineering) and 

University of Virginia (MBA & MS in Computer Engineering).  

Daniel Simon, Vice Chairperson,  “My wife and I moved to Oakland Township 31 years ago because, like 

most residents, we loved its open land, parks and rural atmosphere.  We built a house on 5 acres and raised 3 

children here.  I’m now a retired GM scientist and have time to enjoy the many outdoor activities our township 

inspires, including gardening, kayaking, hiking and fishing.  As a member of Trout Unlimited and The Nature 

Conservancy, I support best practices in management of our natural resources.  I now also have time to give back 

to the community by using my science background and love of nature to preserve the township’s natural beauty 

for future generations.” 

Emily Barkham, Secretary,  is an eight-year Township resident and part of a family that has served Oakland 

Township for five generations.  Emily enjoys hiking the park trails and ice skating with her three boys and 

husband, Trevor.  She looks forward to participating in park planning; making the wishes of the community a 

reality.  Emily has a BS in Horticulture and Landscape Design and works at the family business, the Rochester 

Cider Mill. 

Craig Blust, Treasurer,  has been a resident of Oakland Township for 24+ years on the same farm land his 

grandparents bought back in 1938. Married to Sue for 32 years with 3 amazing kids / young adults. Manager of 

Metro Tech, an automotive tooling and specialty vehicle business. Currently serving on Oakland Township’s 

Safety Paths and Trails Committee and has been active in protecting Oakland Township from over development 

and increased zoning density. Craig is committed to increasing access, trails and amenities to our existing parks 

for more residents and their families to enjoy. 

Jim Quesenberry, Commissioner, wife Amber, and four children are residents since 2019 and have quickly 

found an appreciation for the natural areas offered in Oakland Township. A Director of Research and 

Development at Magna International, a supplier to the automotive industry. He wants to continue the sustainable 

balance with the ecosystem while expanding  land preservation and enhancing the recreation opportunities in the 

Township.  

Cathy Rooney, Commissioner,  describes herself proudly as a “park protector,” with a special interest in Bear 

Creek Nature Park. Her goal is to “maintain the rustic beauty of Oakland Township and foster an awareness of 

our parks and a protective attitude toward them.” She and her husband raised two children while living in the 

township for 23 years. Cathy has a B.S. in Business Administration and works as a development manager for a 

security services firm. 

Maryann Whitman, Commissioner, has resigned from this position. A replacement will be appointed to fill 

this vacancy.  

Thank You!                                                                                                
We would like to extend a sincere thank you to Colin Choi, Dan Bukowski, and Hank VanAgen, who gave 

generously of their time for the past four years as Parks and Recreation Commissioners. Their major park 

accomplishments include: Community Built Playground at Gallagher Creek Park, Expanded Archery Range and 

Improved Access at Marsh View Park, Enhanced Access at Watershed Ridge Park; planning for Permanent 

Restrooms at Marsh View Park and Bear Creek Nature Park and Paint Creek Trail Northern Trailhead at Paint 

Creek Junction Park, trail resurfacing at Bear Creek Nature Park and the Paint Creek Trail, Bridge 33.7 

replacement along the Paint Creek Trail, 2020-2024 Parks, Recreation, and Land Preservation Master Plan, 

Stony Creek Ravine Nature Park expansion, and the initial phases of Lost Lake Nature Park 235-acre expansion. 

(Continued from page 2) 

What’s New 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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How do you feel about the weather in the winter time?  Are you the kind of person that 

eagerly dusts off your snowshoes and cross country skis at the first hint of snow?  If you 

thrive in the cold and snow you just might be a chionophile!  Chionophiles include any 

living thing (from plants to animals to fungi) that can really thrive in harsh winter 

conditions.  The origins of the words itself give us quick insight into just who chionophiles 

are.  The word comes from the Greek…with chion meaning ‘snow’ and phile meaning 

‘lover’.  Being a chionophile is not just a matter of personal preference, these organisms 

have developed adaptations that make them well suited to deal with snow and cold. It 

probably isn’t a surprise to learn that the majority of chionophiles are found in areas of the 

world that experience extreme winter conditions.  Think of areas like the artic poles or the 

high mountains. Many chionophiles have adaptations that they share in common.  These often include 

specialized feet that are usually wide and well insulated so that they can walk on the snow instead of crashing 

through.  Anyone who has attempted to walk through deep snow quickly realizes how exhausting it is if you 

keep sinking all the way down to the hard ground.  Try walking through the same snow in a good pair of 

snowshoes and you quickly notice just how big a difference this adaptation can make.  This type of adaptation is 

known as a structural adaptation.                                                                                                                                            

Polar bears are one chionophile that takes foot adaptations to the extreme.  Their feet 

are very densely furred to insulate them from the cold artic ground.  The pads of their 

feet are very rough will helps give them traction on slippery ice and their feet are huge!  

A polar bears foot can be up to 12 inches wide!  These big feet are useful in two ways.  

First, they help the polar bear as he walks through deep snow but it also enables them to 

walk on thinner ice by spreading out their weight so they don’t break through.  Similar 

foot structural adaptations can be found in other chiolophiles such as ptarmigans.  

Ptarmigans are artic birds that very, very feathery feet.  These feathers serve the same purpose as the structural 

adaptations of their other chionophile the polar bear!  It is also worth noting that both of these artic dwellers are 

white.  This is a great structural adaptation for blending in among the snow in the artic zones.                                                                                                

                                                                                                                      

Chionophiles have adaptations other than structural ones as well.  Another main type 

of adaptation are physiological adaptations.  Unlike structural features, physiological 

adaptations are differences in the bodily processes of our cold loving pals.  One really 

cool example of physiological adaptation can be found in the feet of waterfowl.  Have 

you ever seen a Canada Goose happily snoozing on a frozen local pond?  Wondering 

how they manage to stand on the ice all night without their feet freezing?  These birds 

are taking advantage of a phenomenon known as counter current heat exchange.  This 

adaptation rests on the physics of heat exchange.  The bigger the temperature 

difference between two objects, the more quickly heat will be exchanged between 

these objects.  These birds have a lot of contact between the warm blood descending 

from their core toward their feet and the cold blood ascending from their feet.  This 

helps to keep their feet warmer.  Nearly all the warmth is transferred from the arteries 

to their veins. It is worth remembering that many plants and animals can survive the cold 

without thriving in it.  These are the chioneuphores.  While these plants and animals do 

not have the special structural or physiological adaptations seen in chionophiles, they do 

make behavioral adaptations to survive the cold.  Many animals familiar to us make 

these adjustments in their behavior to survive the winter.  Think of the wintering grounds 

that deer will gather in to deal with the bitter winter in northern Michigan.  Voles and red 

fox are other examples of local chioneuphores.                             

 

 

(Continued on page 23) 

 Are You a Chionophile? 
By Sue Neal, Executive Director, Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve 
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What does this mean for animals in winter?  As animals respire they loose more water vapor as the dry air gets 

warmed in their lungs and draws moisture from the body.  Also, many water sources are simply frozen in the 

cold of winter.  At Lost Lake you can often find small pockets of the lake that are still free of ice.  This can 

occur in areas where natural springs create a flow of water that resists freezing or along the waters edge where 

dark colored detritus warms in the daytime sun.  In your own yard you can simulate this by using a water 

fountain or adding a warmer to your bird bath.  Sometime just adding something small and buoyant, like a 

tennis ball, can blow around in the wind and provide enough circulation to keep your birdbath from freezing. 

Another key feature at Lost Lake that makes a good habitat for our animal friends in the winter is shelter.  The 

dead leaves that fall from the trees, piles of sticks or the bows of bushes bending under the weight of the snow 

can all provide the perfect shelter for rabbits, toads and beneficial insects.  The woods of Lost Lake provide 

numerous places for wildlife to shelter in the cold of winter.  Shelter works by blocking the cold wind, 

providing a dry spot to sleep and trapping heat.  Sometimes the action 

of decomposition that is happening can also provide a significant 

amount of heat.  You can see this if you turn over your compost pile in 

winter as an active pile will sometimes produce enough heat to steam 

even on very cold days.  You can create the same environment in your 

own yard by leaving a small area of your yard unraked in the fall or by 

making a small pile of leaves and sticks in the corner of your yard. 

Another shelter at Lost Lake are the crooks of old trees and other 

larger, but sheltered, areas in the canopy.  Birds will often huddle 

together to preserve heat during the coldest winter days.  While you 

may think you have this one covered by having a bird house you might 

think twice.  Most bird houses are built to accommodate a single bird and their nest.  Roosting boxes are larger 

bird houses with room for groups of birds to shelter together.  Consider adding a roosting box for your 

feathered friends. 

Last but not least, Lost Lake provides a wide variety of winter foods for wildlife.  The dried flowers that can be 

found along the lake shore and among the open areas have seeds that can provide a great source of fuel for our 

wintering animals.  Many of the native bushes that can found throughout the park also have berries that persist 

on the twigs even after all of the leaves have died away.  These two sources of food are key for many wildlife 

including birds.  You can provide this same habitat in your own yard in a few ways.  First, consider using native 

plants whenever possible since some non-native plants may not be palatable to our wildlife.  Some non-native 

plants will also outcompete the native plants and these two things combine to mean that there is no food 

available for our animal friends in the winter.  If you have planted flowering plants, don’t deadhead them at the 

end of the season.  Instead consider letting those flowers produce seeds and dry out.  This will provide a source 

of food and even some shelter from the snow.  Also consider planting native bushes that produce berries. 

Winter in Michigan isn’t easy but Lost Lake provides a haven for wildlife during the cold winter months.  

Visiting Lost Lake in the winter is a great escape from the stress of every day.  While you are there, take note of 

the many great features that make this park such a valuable resource for our wild neighbors and consider 

emulating as many of them as you can in your own backyard. If you’d like to learn about what the animals 

of Lost Lake are up to this winter, consider joining Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve naturalists for “Where 

are All the Birds” or “Keeping Warm in the Snow”. Check out pages 10-11 for more information. 

(Continued from page 11) 

 Home for the Winter 
By Sue Neal, Executive Director, Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve 
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Natural Areas Stewardship 

Volunteers: Fall 2020 

Rachael Dolson, Max Dunn, James 
Fostey, Louise Hartung, Tom Korb, Cam 
Mannino, Rachel Marus, Dawn Sun, 
Deborah Simkoski, Ian Ableson 

Volunteers Needed! 

Would you like to learn new skills, work with a great team, and 
get more involved in local conservation? Our natural areas 
stewardship volunteers help with bluebird nest box monitoring, 
native seed collecting, prescribed fire, invasive species control, 
photo monitoring, pollinator garden maintenance, outreach, and 
more! We fit opportunities to your availability and interests. No 
special skills required. We’ll provide all training and tools you’ll 
need. To learn more contact Natural Areas Stewardship Manager 
Ben VanderWeide (bvanderweide@oaklandtownship.org). 

Volunteer Fire Crew Training 

Saturday, February 20, 10:00 am to 12:30 pm VIRTUAL 

If you are interested in volunteering with our prescribed fire crew, join us 

for this training workshop. We will cover reasons for using prescribed fire, 

preparations for conducting a fire, necessary tools, roles of each burn crew 

member, and ignition patterns. New crew members are required to attend; 

past volunteers are encouraged to attend as a refresher. The training will be 

virtual in spring 2021.   

Registration required to attend:  oaklandtownship.recdesk.com 

 

Spring 2021 Controlled Burns in Oakland Township Parks 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation will conduct prescribed burns in spring 2021 between late February 

and mid-May at Bear Creek Nature Park, Charles Ilsley Park, Cranberry Lake Park, Draper Twin Lake 

Park,  Lost Lake Nature Park, Watershed Ridge Park, and natural areas along the Paint Creek Trail. 

Historically, fire occurred regularly in natural communities of southeast Michigan. Our prairies, oak savannas, 

oak woodlands, and even some wetlands are not only adapted to fire, but require fire for their continued 

existence. We use prescribed burns to help restore ecological function to these natural communities. 

Prescribed burns are conducted by a trained fire crew and done with permission from the local fire department. 

Although burns create smoke, we work to minimize the amount of smoke produced and limit public exposure to 

the smoke. We consult the weather forecast in the morning before making the decision to burn, so we cannot 

schedule prescribed burns for a specific day. 

You can find more information about controlled burns at oaklandnaturalareas.com/prescribed-fire. 

Paint Creek Heritage Area - Wet Prairie. From left, Prescribed fire in process, By Sue Greenlee; Burn Crew Members Dr. Ben VanderWeide, Burn 

Crew Member, Commissioner Dan Simon, Jim Lloyd, By Sue Greenlee; Flowers in bloom after prescribed fire. 

Volunteers Mike, Joan, Kent and 

Commissioner Dan Simon at 2018 fire training. 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
mailto:bvanderweide@oaklandtownship.org?subject=Volunteer


16 Parks and Recreation Newsletter Winter 2021 www.oaklandtownship.org 

 

Wildflowers in MI Garden 
Cheryl English, Black Cat Pottery  
Thursday, January 21, 6:30 pm VIRTUAL 
 
Often considered too wild and crazy 
for the average gardener, 
wildflowers can thrive and provide 
years of beauty even in a small 
urban garden.  Don’t limit yourself 
to the development of “well-
behaved” “garden-worthy” 
cultivars.  Learn how the species themselves can be a 
successful part of your garden while providing an 
attractive environment for our local fauna as well.  
Cheryl M. English is an Advanced Master Gardener 
living in Detroit, Michigan. Formally educated as an 
Art Historian, Cheryl has parlayed her varied training 
and experience into a career as a professional 
gardener, artist, writer and garden and art educator. 
Currently on the Detroit Garden Center Planning 
Committee, she is also President Emeritus of Master 
Gardeners of Greater Detroit and wrote for the 
group’s newsletter The City Seedling. She has also 
been active with the Editorial Board for the 
Detroit Garden Center’s Bulletin, 
volunteered with The Greening of Detroit in 
various capacities and served as an officer 
of the Wildflower Association of Michigan.  

 

 

An Alternative to Boring Midwestern 
Bluegrass and Fescue Lawns 
Dr. Dan Carter, Landowner Services Coordinator,  
The Prairie Enthusiasts 
Thursday, February 11, 6:30 pm VIRTUAL 
 

Blur the separation between daily life 
and nature by thinking about your 
lawn differently, and learn how to 
create home landscapes that allow 
your lifestyle and nature to                        
co-mingle. This presentation will 
introduce how North American 
grasses, sedges, and wildflowers can be used to create 
alternative lawns and native gardens that are inspired 
by natural plant communities in the Midwest. 
Preparation, planting, and maintenance will be 
discussed.  

Dan Carter is Landowner Services Coordinator for 
The Prairie Enthusiasts, a conservation non-profit that 
protects fire dependent ecosystems in Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, and Illinois. He is also a 
research associate and former research 
fellow with the Milwaukee Public Museum 
and owner of Dropseed Ecological and 
Botanical Services. Dan is lead-author of 
several scholarly articles in botanical and 
ecological journals and his primary hobby has been 
gardening with native plants since he was a teenager. 

Winter/Spring 2021 Natural Areas Stewardship Events 
Please join us for one of our nature events!  Updated information and any last minute changes to these events can 

be found on our Natural Areas Notebook website at oaklandnaturalareas.com.                                                              
Please pre-register for all Stewardship events at: https://oaklandtownship.recdesk.com                                                                                          

All minors must have a waiver signed by a guardian, and minors under 14 must be accompanied by a guardian. 

Watch the Woodcock Dance: an Earth Day Observation 

Friday, April 23, 7:30 pm at Bear Creek Nature Park, 740 West Snell Rd 

You know it’s spring when the “timberdoodles” dance! While we wait for sunset, we’ll 
enjoy a spring evening and learn cool facts about woodcock biology. As the light fades we 
will watch with hushed anticipation for this avian spectacle, the male woodcock’s aerial 
mating display. Bring a comfortable lawn chair, binoculars, and layers to add as the night 
cools down. Please pre-register at https://oaklandtownship.recdesk.com. All participants 
will need to follow social distancing and other safety rules. May be cancelled due to 
COVID-19. 

Woodcock image credit:  http://i691.photobucket.com/albums/vv273/staceym13/Paintings/woodcockimage.jpg 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/stewardship.php


17 Parks and Recreation Newsletter Winter2021 www.oaklandtownship.org 

 

 
Natural Areas Information at your Fingertips! 

Have you checked out our blog recently? The Natural Areas Notebook has the latest about 

what’s happening in the parks, news about the latest stewardship work, and up-to-date 

information about stewardship events. Find this and much more at oaklandnaturalareas.com. 

 

Winter/Spring 2021 Natural Areas Stewardship Events 
Please join us for one of our nature events!  Updated information and any last minute changes to these events can 

be found on our Natural Areas Notebook website at oaklandnaturalareas.com.                                                              
Please pre-register for all Stewardship events at: https://oaklandtownship.recdesk.com                                                                                          

All minors must have a waiver signed by a guardian, and minors under 14 must be accompanied by a guardian. 

Weekly Bird Walks 

Join our friendly birders every Wednesday from 

January to May. We want to document the bird species 

using natural areas in our parks so that we can work to 

improve their habitat. All walks will start at 8:30 am. 

Please pre-register at oaklandtownship.recdesk.com.  

All participants will need to follow social distancing 

and other safety rules. Bird walks may be cancelled 

due to COVID-19. 

1st Wednesday of month – Bear Creek Nature Park 

2nd Wednesday of month – Cranberry Lake Park 

3rd Wednesday of month – Charles Ilsley Park 

4th Wednesday of month – Draper Twin Lake Park 

5th Wednesday of March – Lost Lake Nature Park 

Celebrate Spring, Pull Garlic Mustard! 

Garlic mustard and dame’s rocket push out the native plants that our wildlife need. We need your help to re-

move these invasive plants from our parks! Workdays last from 9 am to 12 pm, but will be cancelled if the 

weather is bad. All volunteers must sign a waiver (with minor’s waiver signed by a guardian), and minors un-

der 14 must also be accompanied by a guardian. Please pre-register at oaklandtownship.recdesk.com. All par-

ticipants will need to follow social distancing and other safety rules. Workdays may be cancelled due to 

COVID-19. 

 

Tuesday, May 4, 9 am to 12 pm. Bear Creek Nature Park, 740 West Snell Rd. 

Tuesday, May 11, 9 am to 12 pm. Watershed Ridge Park, 1880 West Buell Rd. 

Tuesday, May 18, 9 am to 12 pm. Charles Ilsley Park, 1479 East Predmore Rd. 

Tuesday, May 25, 9 am to 12 pm. Paint Creek Trail. Meet at the Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion Rd. 

Bird watching at Oakland Township Parks 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
https://oaklandnaturalareas.com/
http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/stewardship.php
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18 Parks and Recreation Newsletter Winter 2021 www.oaklandtownship.org 

Cranberry Lake Farm is open for your enjoyment, relaxation, and exercise. Walk the grounds and see the history 

on display with old implements, stone barbeques, picnic areas, and scenic surroundings. Located at 388 West 

Predmore Road in northern Oakland Township. The sixteen acre historic district is listed in the National Register 

of Historic Places and represents a rural farmsteads evolution into a recreational retreat. For questions, please 

contact the Historic District Commission http://bit.ly.OTHDC office at  248-608-6807 or Barb Barber - 

bbarber@oaklandtownship.org. Follow us on Facebook @CLFdistrict.  

Have You Visited Your Historic Park Lately? 

Cranberry Lake Farm Historic District 

What’s new in 2021?  The HDC has applied for a 

Michigan Natural Resource Trust Fund grant for Accessible 

Pathway Development to allow access to the Hen House for programs. Our beekeeping classes are held in the 

Hen House, sign up for 2021 and meet the farms own friendly bees. Croquet Game Play to live music will be 

back by popular demand so watch the summer sales for your own set or use one of ours!  

Do you see what I see?  
Coming Spring 2021—Hammock 

Escape at the Sugar Maple Row! We 

should be able to hang four to five 

hammocks and swings for your 

enjoyment and relaxation. Come out 

to read a book. Picnic area at the 

Barbeque on the east end of the 

historic district.  
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Cranberry Lake Farm Historic District Apple Orchard  

The Apple Orchard contains eleven very old trees—close to 80 years old! The HDC added 25– trees to replace 

lost trees with a variety of 1800s through 1940s: Courtland, Red Delicious, Granny Smith, McIntosh, Johnathon, 

Empire, Mutsu, and Honey Gold. Apple blossom is the state flower of Michigan. 

There are 2,500 varieties of apples grown in the US with Michigan being the 3rd largest producer. Watch for our 

March 2021 workshop on the care, maintenance, and pruning of fruit trees with MSU Extension expert. Plan to 

learn how to care for your own fruit trees in this hands-on educational program.  

Pictured below is the picnic table near the stone barbeque and the winter scene of the main house.  

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
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Oakland Township resident registration starts NOW! 

(This is for residents living within the Oakland Township boundary.) 

Non-Resident registration begins one week prior to the program registration deadline date. 

Programs fill-up quickly so please register early! 

Registration Options: 

 

1. ONLINE:  

We encourage everyone to use our new online program registration system at:  

https://oaklandtownship.recdesk.com 

Now you can register for an Oakland Township program at any time, from anywhere you have an 

internet connection, using a credit card (MasterCard, Visa, or Discover). If you have questions feel free 

to call 248-651-7810 and we will be happy to walk you through the system.   

 

2. BY MAIL: 

For a printable registration and waiver forms visit www.oaklandtownship.org. Send the completed 

forms by USPS mail to: Oakland Township Parks and Recreation, 4393 Collins Rd., Rochester, MI 

48306. Or drop off your registration and waiver forms in the after hours DROP-BOX at Oakland 

Township Hall, 4393 Collins Rd., Rochester, 48306.  

Make checks payable to Oakland Township Parks and Recreation.  

 

 

3. IN PERSON:  

 Visit us at our office location by appointment only and register in person, M-F, 9am-3pm.  

 Call 248-651-7810 for an appointment, M-F, 9am-3pm. You can pay by credit card (MasterCard, 

Visa, American Express, or Discover accepted with $2.95 fee) or by cash or check. 

Paint Creek Cider Mill Building  (2nd Floor) 

4480 Orion Road, Rochester, MI 48306 

 

Registration and waiver forms must be signed by each registrant or (the parents/guardians of minor) to 

participate in our programs.  Find liability waivers at www.oaklandtownship.org > Township Departments 

> Parks and Recreation > Programs > scroll to the registration form and waiver that you need in center of 

page.  

Mail at least two weeks before program date! 

Registrants will receive a full refund for programs cancelled by Oakland Township Parks and Recreation. 

Registrants withdrawing more than 4 business days prior to the program start date will receive a refund, 

less a $5.00 administration fee.  No refunds will be made if withdrawing less than 4 business days from 

program start date. All registrants wishing to withdraw, must do so during regular business hours Monday-

Friday, 9am-3pm by phone at 248-651-7810 or by email at dgallo@oaklandtownship.org.  Visit 

www.oaklandtownship.org for complete program information and other Park and Recreation information, 

permits, and ordinances. 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation  

Program Refund Policy 

Oakland Township Parks and Recreation  

2020-2021 Registration Information 

http://www.oaklandtownship.org/boards_and_commissions/parks_and_recreation/index.php
oaklandtownship.recdesk.com
http://www.oaklandtownship.org
http://www.oaklandtownship.org
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21 Parks and Recreation Newsletter Winter2021 www.oaklandtownship.org 

Check out our new  

interactive park 

map! 
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New Bridge and Pedestrian Pathway  

Connect the Paint Creek Trail to the Polly Ann Trail 

 

 

JoAnn Van Tassel Bridge 

Recently completed construction of a new bridge and pathway near the intersection of Clarkston and Kern 
Roads in Orion Township now allows trails users to easily and safely travel from the Paint Creek Trail to the 
Polly Ann Trail. This project completes another section of the Iron Belle Trail network which extends more than 
2,000 miles from Ironwood in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula to Belle Isle in Detroit. 

The $2.2 million project was funded with support from a Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) grant from 
the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) and the SEMCOG and a Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund grant from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. Orion Township funded the remaining 
balance of approximately $300,000.  A bridge and ribbon cutting ceremony was held on November 9th for the 
project.                                                                                                                                                                                    

     A Friendly Reminder                                                               
Please continue to follow social distancing guidelines on the Trail, slow down in congested areas, and walk, run 
and cycle single file. Thank you for helping to keep yourself and your fellow trail users safe!                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                   

      New Amenities on the Paint Creek Trail 

In addition to the many new users the Paint Creek Trail has seen this year, the Trailways Commission has also 
added several new amenities to the trail.  

A new pollinator garden was installed this spring about ¼ mile north of Tienken Road in Rochester Hills. The 
garden features low-maintenance, native plants in support of pollinators and is named in honor of the late David 
Moutrie, a former Trail bike patroller. The project was supported with funds from the Moutrie Family and 
friends, Community Foundation of Greater Rochester, Rochester Junior Women’s Club, Sammy C. & Betty R. 
Cupp Foundation Fund, WCI Contractors, and others. 

Trail users can now learn a little more about the aquatic life found in the Paint Creek during their next visit as a 

(Continued on page 23) 

  Paint Creek Trail News 
By Melissa Ford, Trail Manager manager@paintcreektrail.org 
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new solar powered audio sign was placed adjacent to Bridge 33.7 this summer. The sign, which provides 
information about the brown trout found in the creek, can be played by pushing the button located under the 
didactic panel.  

Two local Boy Scouts recently replaced two kiosks on the trail as part of their service projects to attain the rank 
of Eagle Scout. Zakaria Benchbana of Troop 125 in Rochester Hills, built the kiosk at the Clarkston and Kern 
trailhead and Owen Myers of Troop 356 in Rochester, completed the kiosk at the Gallagher parking lot. The 
Trailways Commission appreciates both Scouts’ hard work and dedication and thanks them for these wonderful 
additions to the Trail! 

And finally, the parking lots at Dutton and Gallagher roads were resurfaced this August. This 

work was supported with funds from the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation. It’s been a busy year 

on the Trail despite the pandemic! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 22) 
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  Paint Creek Trail News 
By Melissa Ford, Trail Manager manager@paintcreektrail.org 

Moutrie Pollinator Garden Kiosk at Gallagher 

Kiosk at Clarkston & Kern Solar powered Audio Sign 

At the final end of the spectrum are the chionophobes.  You can think of chionophobes as the biological 

equivalent of our neighbors that will have nothing to do with the cold Michigan winter who head off to Florida 

until spring.  These organisms have no structural, physiological nor behavioral adaptation for bitter cold 

weather.  One obvious example of this are many song birds and butterflies who pack up and head south for the 

winter.  Instead of adapting to the cold, they have adapted ways to escape the cold!                                                         

Whether you would consider yourself as adapted to the thriving in the cold, able to simply 

survive the cold or if you would just as soon escape the cold all together it can be very 

interesting to learn about the ways that animals and plants adapt to their environments.  We 

hope you will consider embracing your chionophilic side and get out into the parks of 

Oakland Township to enjoy the beauty and serenity of winter in the parks.  If you’d like to 

learn more about adaptations, consider joining Dinosaur Hill naturalists at an Oakland 

Township program.   

Learn to walk like a polar bear with some snow shoes at the “Snow Shoeing 101” or 

learn all about winter animal adaptations at the “Winter Adaptations Adult Hike”.  

See page 8 for descriptions of these programs. 

 Are You a Chionophile? 
By Sue Neal, Executive Director, Dinosaur Hill Nature Preserve (Continued from page 13) 
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Commissioner, TBD 

The Parks & Recreation Commission meets at 

7 pm on the second Wednesday of every 

month.  Please see www.oaklandtownship.org 

for meeting agendas and packets. 

Office Hours and Location 

Park permits, maps and descriptions are 

available at the Parks and Recreation 

Department office, located on the second floor 

of the Paint Creek Cider Mill, 4480 Orion 

Road. Check Parks & Recreation page at 

www.oaklandtownship.org for office hours. 

Commission Meetings 
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Charter Township of Oakland 
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Rochester, MI  48306-1670 
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Oakland Township Parks and Recreation Staff 

Oakland Township Park Rules are enforced by the Oakland 

County Sheriff’s Office. 

FOR EMERGENCIES CALL 911                                         

FOR NON-EMEGENCIES CALL 248-858-4950 

If you would like to report an incident in any of the parks, 

please call the substation at 248-652-4617 Monday-Friday, 

8 am-4 pm.   

Outside of these hours please call Oakland County dispatch 

at 248-858-4950. 

Any other questions concerning parks can be answered by 

the Park Office at 248-651-7810  
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https://www.nrpa.org/blog/keeping-a-safe-social-distance-in-parks-and-on-trails-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.facebook.com/OTParks/

